There was a parallel fermentation in medical education in the United States and in England at the turn of the eighteenth/nineteenth centuries, of different obvious causation, but probably due to the same intellectual and emotional growth, following' the Independence of the United States and the French Revolution. This is a very interesting account of one such attempt in New York. The same enthusiasm among doctors, the same pooling of resources and display of individual initiative is common to both sides of the Atlantic, but the Americans had the disadvantage of having no diploma-giving authority comparable to the Society of Apothecaries, and had, in consequence, to persuade universities to co-operate. They showed a more robust, raw and crude line of behaviour than the English did (or did not disguise their intentions so well). In addition there was more personal antagonism between doctors and less professional spirit in America than in England. But the story of the troubles of two great and remarkable men and their persistence in disaster has a human as well as a professional interest. This part of a history of Kiel University published on the occasion of its third centenary covers the time from its comparatively late foundation up to the period of strictly scientific medicine for which a separate volume is to follow. In the present volume the prevalent ideas, chief personalities and social conditions are discussed; facts are well documented, and, best of all, particular attention is paid to the syllabus during different phases of the life of the faculty. In the middle of the eighteenth century it had to be temporarily closed down because part of the university building had collapsed. The illustrations are good, there is a long list of sources and a name index, but a subject index would have been helpful for quick reference.
